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states themselves deny that the Government
of India has any right to associate their peoples
with the people of British India.
The apparent exclusion of the states from
the central authority imparts to the constitu-
tion of the Indian Empire the semblance of a
unitary government.   The central government,
which is also the Government of British India,
decides all matters of common concern.   The
casual observer is thus led to think that British
India by its larger size, and therefore as the
predominant partner, has the right to decide
matters in which the states surrendered their
sovereign rights to the Crown.   If this view
were correct, it would mean a denunciation of
the true relationship of the Crown and the
states and imply that the present constitution
of the Government of India was different from
what it is; but this view is quite superficial,
based as it is upon mere appearances.   The
Government of India, so far as it represents
the Crown, has never in principle denied the
right of the states to express themselves upon
questions which concern or affect them.   In
fact, this  right has  always  been  admitted.
Indeed, it was to give effect to this admission
that the Maharajah of Patiala was nominated a